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Remembering & Celebrating Dominik Pettey ‘15
By: Jack Martino ‘20

Editor-in-Chief

In the early hours of No-
vember 1, 2014, the Gonzaga 
community suffered the trag-
ic loss of Dominik Pettey, 
&ODVV� RI� ������ ,Q� WKH� ¿YH�
years following the accident 
that took his life, Gonzaga 
still feels his presence. 

The hockey team re-
members Dominik following 
every practice with a salute 
and before every game with 
a prayer. Honoring Dom 
bookends the season for the 
hockey team, kicking off 
the season with the Dominik 
Pettey ‘15 Memorial Purple 
White Game, an intersquad 

scrimmage, and concluding 
the season with the awarding 
of the Dom Pettey Award, 
which recognizes the senior 
in the program who best em-
bodies Dom’s love of Gonza-
ga and love for his brothers.

On Eye Street, Dom’s 
championship clinching-
goal in the 2014 Mid At-
lantic Prep Hockey League 
Championship game that ap-
pears in the Gonzaga Open 
House video and the Dom 
Pettey wristbands worn ev-
eryday by some students 
are testaments to his endur-
ing presence. Gonzaga also 
keeps Dom’s memory alive 
through the Dominik Pettey 

‘15 Memorial Scholarship 
Fund, which allows a student 
to attend Gonzaga through 
others’ generosity. The web-
site dominikpettey.com was 
launched by the Pettey family 
last year to share what Dom 
stood for and what his amaz-
ing life continues to symbol-
ize for those who knew him 
and those who have only 
heard his name.

I began wearing my Dom 
Pettey wristband during 
sophomore year. I knew who 
Dom was; I had seen The 

Aquilian’s memorial issue 
at Open House and watched 
the TV news about him when 
I was in seventh grade. I at-

WHQGHG�WKH�¿UVW�DQQXDO�3XUSOH�
White Game played in Dom’s 
honor as an eighth grader. But 
I didn’t have a direct connec-
tion with Dom until a dark 
patch in my sophomore year 
after missing hockey tryouts 
with an injury. I remember 
seeing Dom’s smiling face 
in a dream. I realized that 
Dom was the reason I came 
to Gonzaga. I didn’t come to 
Gonzaga to just play hockey 
or get a great education. I 
came for the brotherhood 
that Dom so deeply embod-
ied. The next day, I wore the 
ZULVWEDQG� IRU� WKH� ¿UVW� WLPH��
I haven’t taken it off since. 
The Dom Pettey wristband is 

a constant reminder for me to 
love my brothers everyday, 
no matter what I’m going 
through or what they’re go-
ing through.

Despite the tragic loss of 
RXU� EURWKHU� ¿YH� \HDUV� DJR��
what we remember most is 
Dominik Pettey’s life and 
what he stood for, and recog-
nize it as solid proof that the 
Gonzaga brotherhood truly is 
forever and transcends even 
death. As seen in pages 4-5 of 
this special issue of The Aq-

uilian dedicated to Dom, the 
SHUVRQDO� UHÀHFWLRQV� GHPRQ-
strate that to remember Dom 
is to remember what Gonza-
ga is all about.   AMDG.



seasons starting on Novem-
ber 29 in the Carmody Cen-
ter. Tryouts for the Freshman 
team will be held on Novem-
ber 9 and tryouts for the JV 
team will be held on Novem-
ber 10 in the Carmody Center 
after school. 

phia is a Jesuit school whose 
football team is frequency 
ranked in the top 25, and has 
beaten St. John’s this year. 
The schools have a good re-
lationship as well. For ex-
ample, the hockey program 
plays three games, one at 
each level, up in Philadelphia 
every Thanksgiving

This potential matchup 
would not only be a good 
challenge for our football 
team, currently number nine 
in the country on MaxPreps.
com, it would also continue 
WR� EHQH¿W� WKH�:-$�� WKH� UHDO�
reason why the Classic was 
started.
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Music for McKenna
By: Jesse Dolojan ‘21

Editor

Jesuit Classic

With help from the Gonzaga Poets & Writers, The Aquilian plans to feature a work of 

poetry written by a Gonzaga Student in each issue.

On September 14th, the 
Gonzaga football team de-
feated Georgetown Prep for 
the third straight year, mark-
ing the last time the two 
teams would play for the Je-
suit Cup. The Jesuit Classic 
KDV� EHQH¿WWHG� WKH� :DVKLQJ-
ton Jesuit Academy here in 
DC for the past 17 years.

Whatever the reasons the 
two schools will not continue 
the rivalry may be, the edito-
rial staff at the Aquilian be-
lieves that we can still play 
the Jesuit Classic for WJA. 
St. Joseph’s Prep in Philadel-

On October 18, Gonzaga 
hosted a coffee house style 
concert for the Father McK-
enna Center. The event was 
a success, raising over $1000 
IRU� WKH� &HQWHU�� 7KH� SUR¿WV�
from the event support the 
McKenna Center’s ongoing 
Small Miracles Campaign, 
which launched in February 
of this year. One of the facul-

ty moderators, Mrs. Hudson, 
said, “As important as raising 
funds for the McKenna Cen-
ter is, we were also raising 
friends. We want students to 
be comfortable in the McK-
enna Center, whether it is 
serving the men lunch, help-
ing clients shop in the food 
pantry, or listening to music 
at Music for McKenna.”

Performers included the 
Gonzaga Chamber Choir, 

Justin Fronda, Coleman 
Bunn, and resident rapper 
A$O AVA, who performed 
an unreleased song among 
many others. Organizers Ben 
Campion and Augie Som-
mers did an amazing job get-
ting everything together for 
a fantastic evening. If you 
missed this one, don’t worry 
- another Music for McKen-
na event is in the works for 
later this year.

Basketball Preview

Sleeping on Saturday 
Is the worst 
Saturday is a day 
For adventure 
Saturday is a day for companionship
6DWXUGD\�LV�D�GD\�WR�¿QG�
Yourself  

Without the government of a bell 
Saturday is a day to let loose 
6DWXUGD\�LV�D�GD\�WR�¿QG�\RXU�SDVVLRQ�
Saturday is a day to express 
Yourself 

On Saturdays you are instructed by a whistle 
Every Saturday is a chance for something new 
Saturday is a chance 
To test your courage 
Saturday is a day 
To be you 

Be You
By: Kye Holmes ‘21

Contributor

The Gonzaga Eagles re-
turn as defending WCAC 
basketball champs. The Ea-
gles beat St. Johns in a deci-
sive championship game to 
capture their second champi-
onship in three years. 

The championship team 

By: James Owan ‘21
Contributor

returns mostly intact los-
ing seniors John Marshall, 
Anwar Gil, and Josh Watts. 
The team now led by seniors 
Terrance Williams, a George-
town commit, and Myles 
Stute, a Vanderbilt commit, 
have their season opener ver-
sus McNamara on November 
29 at Gonzaga. Freshman and 
JV basketball also have their 

Ace Club
By: Reid Norton ‘21

Editor

Under the fearless leader-
ship of Charlie Neill,  Gabriel 
Brady, Luke Coughlan, and 
Jack Harrison, the Ace Club 
made its debut last spring at 
Gonzaga. 

Undeniably gaining 
quick fame and admiration, 
Charlie has put his heart and 
soul into ensuring that this 
club became a success. Meet-
ing every Thursday morning 
at 7:30, there is a new card 
game to learn each week. 
Whether it be the classic Tex-
as Hold ‘Em or a question-
ably unknown game of Mao, 
one thing is certain: you will 
not be disappointed. To show 
the behind-the-scenes dedi-
cation Mr. Neill puts into the 
art of card-playing, I have 
compiled an extensive in-
terview breaking down his 
strategies in making this club 
a success. First and foremost, 
I would like to thank Mr. 
Neill for taking time out of 
his busy schedule, as he has 
been vigorously seeking a 

fool-proof method for win-
ning every single game of 
poker he plays.

Q:“So Charlie, what 
made you want to start the 
$FH�&OXE�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�SODFH"´

A: “Well, one day last 
year, I was sitting in the Car-
mody Lobby when someone 
accidentally dropped a pack 
of cards on my head from the 
Upper Kosik lounge, knock-
ing me out. While I slept, a 
golden deck of cards told me 
to go on a quest to start the 
Ace Club.”

Q: “On that note, when 
ZDV� WKH� ¿UVW� WLPH� \RX� KHOG�
a deck of cards and thought 
“yes, this is what I want to do 
IRU�WKH�UHVW�RI�P\�OLIH´"´

A: “As I looked at that 
beautiful deck of cards, I 
realized that there was only 
one way to bring joy to every 
man at Gonzaga.” 

Q: “Are you working on 
DQ\�$FH�&OXE�PHUFK"´�

A: “We are currently de-
signing massive Ace Club 
belt buckles for the winner of 
the GonzagaFest poker tour-
nament. We are also consid-

ering Ace Club sunglasses or 
T-shirts.”

Q: “Since starting the Ace 
Club, has your life changed 
in any way, and how has the 
fame affected your day-to-
GD\�OLIH"´

A: “It feels great to know 
WKDW�,�KDYH�¿OOHG�LQ�WKH�PLVV-
ing piece of Gonzaga. As for 
the fame, walking down the 
hallway is tough.”

Q: “If you were to esti-
mate, how much have you 
put into the club in terms of 
IXQGV"´

A: “Not very many funds, 
just hard work and a $25,000 
custom poker table.”

Q: “What do you want 
the next 20 years of the Ace 
&OXE�WR�ORRN�OLNH"´

A: “I have some plans in 
place to grow the Ace club 
over 5 year intervals. Poker, 
land, and bread is our motto.

As you can see, Charlie 
takes the Ace Club very seri-
ously and you should too. If 
you are down for a challenge, 
there is always space in Dr. 
Rissetto’s room on Thursday 
mornings. 
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By: Brendan Burns ‘20
Editor

The Man, the Myth, the Manager

Beep… Beep… Beep…  
He wakes up with a jolt and 
looks over at his alarm clock.  
The numbers ‘7:00 a.m.’ 
glare back at him.  Although 
it is Saturday, he drags him-
self out of bed, knowing he 
needs to get ready for the 
long day ahead of him.

Being a football manager 
is not always the easiest job, 
but for senior Collin Watson, 
it is muscle memory.  He has 
been doing this for four years 
now, so these early mornings 
are routine.

“In freshman football, I 
got a concussion, so I started 
[managing] early freshman 
year, and I’ve done it ever 
since,” said Collin.

$V�RQH�RI�¿YH�PDQDJHUV�
on the team, each with dif-
ferent responsibilities, Collin 
specializes in the sideline du-
ties, helping provide water, 
pads and tape for the players.

“The operation is de-
pendent on everybody,” said 
head football coach Randy 
Trivers. “[Managers] are a 
part of the family.”

It’s game day, so after eat-
ing a quick breakfast, Collin 
departs for Gonzaga, arriving 
at 8 a.m. to begin treatments.  
After taping up a few players, 
the team goes to pre-game 
meetings.  Collin, on the oth-
HU�KDQG��EHJLQV�WR�¿OO�XS�WKH�
ice jugs and takes them to the 
¿HOG�� PDNLQJ� VXUH� WKH� SOD\-
ers have easy access to cold 
water during the game when 
they desperately need it.

“[The manager] really 
helps hold the team togeth-
er, [especially] in stressful 
gametime situations,” stated 
senior Malcolm Terry, the 
team’s starting running back.

Once the ice jugs are 
¿OOHG�� &ROOLQ� MRLQV� WKH� SOD\-
ers for a pregame meal.  The 
team jokes around, everyone 
a part of the same football 

fraternity.  They all get excit-
ed for the day of football that 
lies ahead, hopefully ending 
in victory.

Following the meal, ev-
eryone makes their way to 
WKH� ¿HOG�� ZKHUH� WKH� SOD\HUV�
walk through their plays and 
Collin prepares the water and 
equipment.  Collin is on-call 
for some last-minute tape, 
ensuring that every player is 
ready to take on the team’s 
opponent.

As the team walks out 
RQWR�WKH�¿HOG��&ROOLQ�FDQ�KHDU�
the roars of the student sec-
tion.  While the team goes 
through warm-ups, he com-
SOHWHV� KLV� ¿QDO� FKHFN� RI� WKH�
water and equipment.  Sud-
denly, the coach calls the 
team to a huddle, offers his 
last pregame words of en-
couragement and lines them 
up for the National Anthem.  
Oh, say can you see…

Collin thinks back to the 
week leading up to the game.  

He and the team invested so 
much time to prepare for the 
game, working for two hours 
each day during the week.  
Day after day, Collin was 
RQ�WKH�¿HOG�SULRU�WR�SUDFWLFH��
setting up each drill and wa-
ter jugs.  During practice, he 
made sure each player was 
hydrated, providing ice cold 
water for the team during 
their cherished water breaks.

“There’s a lot of things 
[the manager] does unno-
ticed.  [His work] goes under 
appreciated a lot,” said senior 
Olu Fashanu, left tackle.

Even when Trivers ends 
the practice, Collin’s duties 
continue; he has to break 
down the drills and bring 
in the equipment and water 
jugs.  It’s a time-demanding 
job, Collin thinks, but it’s all 
worth it.

… and the home of the 

brave!  The crowd’s cheers 
bring Collin back to the pres-
ent, where he must always be 
ready for the team.  He needs 
to take care of his guys, espe-
cially when they run off the 
¿HOG�DIWHU�D� WLULQJ�SOD\�� �%H-
sides his on-call water duties, 
Collin must be prepared for 
any obstacles, such as a bro-
ken piece of gear.  Because 
he is a managerial veteran, 
Collin is able to quickly de-
liver water and repair equip-
ment with ease.

“[The manager] is like 
a [Nascar] pit crew.  Those 
guys have to be quick, they 
have to know what they’re 
doing, and [they have] to get 
that car back out there,” Triv-
ers said about the speed at 
which Collin must work.

As the game progresses, 
Collin can’t lose focus; he 
needs to be on his toes non-
stop, but when he gets the 
chance to watch the game, he 
takes it all in.

“My favorite part [of the 
job] is helping the boys, but 
at the same time watching the 
game [and] making memo-
ULHV�RQ�WKH�¿HOG�´�&ROOLQ�VDLG�

When the game nears its 
end, Gonzaga is winning, 
per usual.  With the Eagles 
on top, Collin has the time 
to break down the equipment 
during the fourth quarter 
so he doesn’t miss the post-
game celebration with the 
team.  

The strong team perfor-
mance reminds Collin of last 
year’s championship.  He 
remembers standing on the 
sideline when the legendary 
Hail Mary pass from current 
junior Caleb Williams was 
caught by John Marshall, 
class of 2019, and the next 
thing Collin knew, he was 
running around crazily with 
the student body; he recalls 
losing his phone in the cel-
ebratory chaos.

$V� WKH� ¿QDO� ZKLVWOH�
blows, with last year’s suc-
cess on his mind, Collin can-
not help but hope for another 
championship.  One week at 
a time, he thinks, as he runs 
to join the boys in the locker 
room for their traditional vic-
tory dance.

Fantasy Football

This article can also be seen on 

Gonzaga’s online paper “The 

Aquilian Daily” at gonzaga-

journalism.edublogs.org

The 2019 Fantasy Foot-
ball Season has been good 
for some, but unpleasant 
for many. Finding the right 
lineup and sleepers takes a 
few weeks, but by week eight 
there are no more secrets. 

At quarterback, the best 
players to have include 
Chief’s Patrick Mahomes, 
Seahawks’ Russel Wilson, 
Ravens’ Lamar Jackson, and 
Texans’ Deshaun Watson. 
But the real bulk of the points 
have come from the running 
backs. In fact, two of the top 
three highest total point scor-
ers are running backs. Dal-
vin Cook of the Vikings and 
Christian McCaffrey of the 

By: Patrick Donnelly‘21
Contributor

Panthers are each approach-
ing 200 total points and lead 
the NFL in total fantasy 
points.

 At wide receiver, there 
have been some major inju-
ries, including Davante Ad-
ams and Adam Thielen. The 
best WR through week eight 
has been Michael Thomas 
of the Saints, averaging just 
over 22 points per game. 
Other excellent receivers so 
far include Cooper Kupp of 
the Rams, Julio Jones of the 
Falcons, and Amari Coo-
per of the Cowboys. There 
are only two tight ends who 
have surpassed the 100-point 
threshold: Austin Hooper 
of the Falcons and Darren 
Waller of the Raiders. There 
are few options at tight end 

DQG�¿QGLQJ�RQH�ZKR� LV� FRQ-
sistent is nearly impossible. 

The best defense by a 
landslide has been the New 
England Patriots, who have 
outscored every defense by 
at least 58 points. Other great 
teams to have are the San 
Francisco 49ers and Minne-
sota Vikings. 

The best kickers include 
Greg Zuerlein of the Rams, 
Justin Tucker of the Ravens, 
and Josh Lambo of the Jag-
uars. 

Don’t be discouraged if 
your team hasn’t performed 
to its potential up to this point 
in the year, as the season is 
just halfway over and time 
remains for a late playoff 
push. 

With the return of cold 
weather comes the return of 
the Gonzaga Indoor Track 
season. Last year’s team saw 
a very successful run, netting 
the highly coveted DC State 
Championship and breaking 
numerous meet records in the 
process. Gavin McElhennon 
(’20) led the charge shatter-
ing previous meet records, 
including the 1600 meter run. 

The new season also 
means familiar faces no 
longer on the team, and the 
Eagles will look to stay com-
petitive with a younger team 
than they are used to. With 
Coach Alvin Maddox at the 
helm, Indoor Track looks to 
keep up their dominance in 

By: Sean Carley ‘21
Contributor

Indoor Track
distance events and improve 
their speed in short distance 
sprint events. 

The team seems to be in 
consensus about what they 
want to achieve this season. 
“The overarching goal of the 
team is to repeat as DC State 
champions” Patrick Don-
nelly (’21) said “Our sprint-
ers and distance runners have 
been working hard the past 9 
months to achieve this goal.” 

Tough opponents such 
as St. Johns and Carroll pose 
obstacles on the road to the 
championship, but given pre-
vious championship experi-
ence and strong leadership, 
the Eagles look to destroy the 
competition this upcoming 
season.
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Dominik Pettey ‘15 (8/5/97-11/1/14)
I coached Dom since his age of six.  He always had a smile on his face when he was playing 

hockey.  When he came to Gonzaga,  Dom loved Gonzaga, and he really loved Gonzaga hockey 

- it was when he was happiest.  That was evident every practice as he was always early on 

the ice and always supportive of any level of player.  Never negative towards anyone, he was 

the purest example of a “man for others.”  My greatest memory was watching him and my 

son Ridge jump into each others arms after they scored the game winning goal in the MAPHL 

Championship game.  -Mr. Bill Slater, Gonzaga Hockey Director

Dom always had a smile on his face. Some-
times it was a joyful smile from scoring a goal 
on the ice. Sometimes it was a smile accom-
panied howling laughter from a joke that he 
made in the locker room. Sometimes it was 
a mischievous smile from God knows what. 
But he always had a smile, and that is what I 
will remember about Dom.  As much as we 
DOO�PLVV�����DQG�DV�GLI¿FXOW�DV�WKHVH�SDVW���
years have been for the Gonzaga community 
and the Pettey family, Dom has brought us 
all closer together and reminded us to always 
have a smile on your face - that is the legacy 
of Dominik Pettey. -Bobby Hally, ‘14

I hung out with Dom majority of my Junior and Senior year leading up to the accident. He was a 

stand out character and I still remember the times in Joe Viola’s Human Geography class, late night 

shenanigans, and his backwards hat and Caps Jersey look. Dom was a great soul and is continually 

missed by myself and my closest friends. I remember him in everyday conversations with friends, the 

Dom wristband I still have, and the beat St. John’s shirt with “Pettey” “11” still on the back. 11inHeav-

en -Daniel Callahan ‘15

Dom’s passing was one of the most moving experiences of my life. 
When i think back to that week, i can’t help but think of how close 
it brought our community, friends, and hockey team together. As a 
PHPEHU�DQG�VHQLRU�OHDGHU�RQ�WKH�WHDP��LW�ZDV�HVSHFLDOO\�GLIÀFXOW�
to comprehend what was going on. In spite of all that, i always 
smile thinking about the last time Dom and i played pond hockey 
together. I must have spent 12 hours with him that day. We all 
crammed into the back of one of the seniors cars, rode down to 
MacArthur Blvd, and put a beating on some kids on the Landon 
team. It was the most carefree i had ever seen Dom, or any of the 
RWKHU�JX\V�RQ�RXU�WHDP�IRU�WKDW�PDWWHU��$QG�'RP�GHÀQLWHO\�EURXJKW�
that energy, that day and every day.  -Chris Meloni ‘15

0\�VHQLRU�\HDU�,�ZDV�DVNHG�WR�JR�WR�*RQ]DJD¶V�KRPHFRPLQJ�GDQFH�E\�D�JRRG�IULHQG��,�KDG�PHW�'RP�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�WKDW�
night at the before party for the dance. After that night, Dom and I had exchanged numbers and we began to get to know 
RQH�DQRWKHU��IRU�DERXW�D�PRQWK�DQG�VRPH�EHIRUH�KH�SDVVHG�DZD\���,�UHÀHFW�QRZ�RQ�KRZ�VSHFLDO�LW�ZDV�WR�PHHW�VXFK�D�
warm soul for such a brief time. My time knowing Dom has made me appreciate the quote “Sometimes the people whom 
we’ve known for only a short amount of time have a greater impact on us than those we’ve known forever.” 
Rest easy always, Dom           -Kerrina Fitzpatrick, AHC ‘15

In the time that Dom and I were together, he completely 

changed my views on love, friendship, my relationship 

with God, and life in general. He always had a way to 

make anything into a positive and could put a smile on 

my face no matter what was going on. He cared about 

�������������������������������������������������ϐ����Ǥ�
When I had a bad day, he would show up to my house 

��������������������ϐ��������������������������������
wasn’t alone. I will forever be grateful for the moments I 

got to share with Dominik.  

Dominik taught me what it meant to live life to the fullest  
-Sam Heavner, AHC ‘15

Dom brought so much light and laughter into my life. 

He was a true example of how to be kind and live life 

to the fullest. I strive to be as compassionate and lov-

ing and to live up to his wonderful example. The world 

is a better place because we knew him.  -Meggie Daly, 

AHC ‘15

,W¶V�KDUG�WR�EHOLHYH�LW¶V�EHHQ�¿YH�\HDUV�VLQFH�'RP�SDVVHG��,�ORYH�WR�UHNLQGOH�ROG�PHPRULHV�
and think about all the good times we had together. As time has gone on, I’ve learned a 
valuable lesson and that is to cherish each day you have. Although that was something I 
OHDUQHG�VKRUWO\�DIWHU�KH�GLHG��LW¶V�WDNHQ�RQ�D�QHZ�PHDQLQJ�¿YH�\HDUV�ODWHU���,I�\RX�ZDQW�WR�
make the most out of today, go out of your way to make it memorable; do something to-
day you wouldn’t do any other day. In other words, step out of your comfort zone. To me, 
that’s what it means to be a Man for Others and to live like Dom.  - Matthew Cabrera ‘15

Dom always found a way to make 
me laugh. We both could have gotten 
0/5 on Mr. Villeta’s reading quizzes 
or received lunch JUG from Danny 
Barry. He had that contagious smile 
and greasy middle part that would just 
make you smile and laugh. It’s been 
5 years since I’ve seen smile, and I 
miss it everyday. My favorite prayer will 
always be your rendition of Stairway to 
Heaven in Joe V’s AP HUG. Miss you 
Dom. A 1V1 DG  -Danny May ‘15

It still feels like yesterday, as 

if time hasn’t passed. Every-

day, I think about giving up 

when life isn’t fair. Yesterday, 

I ran into a guy named Erich, 

a complete stranger, at the 

gym where we hugged and 

embraced your presence 

through us. It was as if I was 

in the right place at the right 

WLPH�WR�ÀQG�D��PRPHQW�WR�
connect with you. I miss you 

VR�PXFK��ZRUGV�FDQQRW�GHÀQH�
it.  -Ann Gilmore, AHC’15

I can’t believe it has already been 5 years since we lost Dom.  

Dom had an impact on so many people, family, friends, and 

even strangers and I am reminded by him to live life to the 

fullest and to never take those you love for granted.  Dom lit 

up every room and there was never a dull moment with him 

around.  He had the ability to lift anyone’s spirits and put a 

smile on their face, and that’s a quality I will always admire.  

Throughout the past 5 years, I constantly see the number 11 

in random spots.  Parking spaces, table numbers, etc.  When I 

see signs like this, I take a step back and know Dom is looking 

over all of us.  I am blessed to have had a friendship with 

Dom and am grateful for the memories and times we shared.  

He’s unlike any other and continues to live on in our hearts. 

#11inheaven #squaa   -Megan Brown, Holy Cross ‘15

0\�ÀUVW�\HDUV�RI �KRFNH\��'RP�DQG�,�SOD\HG�RQ�WKH�VDPH�WHDP��0\�GDG�
DOZD\V�FDOOHG�KLP�1RRGOH�EHFDXVH�KH�ZDV�ÁRSSLQJ�DQG�IDOOLQJ�DOO�RYHU�
WKH�SODFH�DQG�FRXOG�QRW�VWDQG�XS�VWUDLJKW��$QRWKHU�IRQG�PHPRU\�IURP�
WKRVH�KRFNH\�WULSV�ZDV�ZKHQ�,�VKRZHG�KLP�6WDU�:DUV��KH�KDG�QR�LGHD�
ZKDW�LW�ZDV�WKDW�6DWXUGD\�EXW�FRPH�SUDFWLFH�7XHVGD\�KH�KDG�VHHQ�
HYHU\�PRYLH�DQG�ZDV�REVHVVHG�ZLWK�WKH�VHULHV��:KDW�D�FKDUDFWHU���
�5LGJH�6ODWHU�¶��

It’s hard to believe it’s already been 5 years since the passing of our beloved 

friend, Dom. As much as I would like to share a memory that would completely 

encompass who he was as a person, I believe that it was his every day actions 

that made him so special and so loved by his friends and family. Every day, 

Dom would come into school with a huge smile on his face, and always greeted 

his peers with a pat on the back and a lighthearted joke. His presence lit up 

a room to such a degree that even teachers seemed to be enamored by his 

positivity. That sort of energy and desire to make everyone around him feel 

special, I believe, characterizes who Dom was as a person better than any story 

could ever convey. He helped so many people in their every day lives by simply 

being himself- a quality that most people can only hope to have. I like to think 

that Dom’s energy and positivity still lives on in everything he touched; the 

school, the hockey rink, the franklin parking lot, his friends, his family, and so 

much more. Through the life of Dominik Liam Pettey, we all caught a glimpse 

of what it means to truly live life to the fullest, and to appreciate the moments 

we have with those we love. Rest In Peace Dominik, we love you and always will.  

-Michael J. Murray ‘15

2Q�WKH�ÀYH�\HDU�DQQLYHUVDU\�RI�WKH�SDVVLQJ�RI�RXU�
EHORYHG�VRQ�'RPLQLN��ZH�UHÁHFW�RQ�WKH�LQFUHGLEOH�ORYH�
DQG�VXSSRUW�IURP�WKH�*RQ]DJD�FRPPXQLW\��)U��3ODQQLQJ�
DQG�KLV�EURWKHU�SULHVWV��WKH�WHDFKHUV��WKH�VWXGHQWV��KLV�
FODVVPDWHV�DQG�WKH�SDUHQWV��:KDW�ZDUPV�RXU�KHDUWV�
PRVW�LV�WKH�PDQ\�IULHQGV�RI�'RPLQLN�ZKR�VWLOO�FRQWDFW�
XV��YLVLW�XV��WKLQN�RI�XV�DQG�SUD\�IRU�XV��:H�ZRXOG�OLNH�
WR�WKDQN�DOO�WKRVH�ZKR�PDGH�SRVVLEOH�DQG�FRQWLQXH�
WR�FRQWULEXWH�WR�WKH�'RPLQLN�3HWWH\�6FKRODUVKLS�)XQG���
:H�KDYH�LPPHQVH�JUDWLWXGH�LQ�RXU�KHDUWV�WR�*RG�WKDW�
ZH�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�VKDUH�LQ�WKH����\HDUV�RI�'RPLQLN·V�OLIH��
7KH�LQGHOLEOH�PHPRULHV�RI�DOO�RXU�ODXJKWHU��KLV�ZDUP�
JHQXLQH�VPLOH��KLV�ORYH�IRU�XV�DQG�RWKHUV��KLV�DQWLFV��
KLV�KXPLOLW\�UHPDLQ�VR�SURIRXQGO\�LPSUHVVHG�XSRQ�RXU�
KHDUWV���:H�FRQWLQXH�WR�EH�PRYHG�E\�WKH�P\VWHU\�RI�KLV�
GHVWLQ\��:H�ZRXOG�HQFRXUDJH�FXUUHQW�VWXGHQWV�WR�JR�WR�
'RPLQLN·V�ZHEVLWH��GRPLQLNSHWWH\�FRP��UHDG�0VJU��-RKQ�
%UDG\·V�WHVWLPRQ\��7KH�+RO\�6SLULW�WDNHV�RYHU�D�WHHQDJ-
HUV·V�IXQHUDO��GRZQORDG�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�SUD\HU�DQG�UHO\�
RQ�LW�IRU�VSLULWXDO�JXLGDQFH�LQ�\RXU�RZQ�OLYHV��³�3DWULFN�
DQG�0DJGDOHQD�3HWWH\

I well remember the day the Senior class assembled in 

the parking lot on K Street to observe and celebrate the 

loss of their beloved classmate. My classroom sits with 

a street-eye-view of K street and I witnessed the mov-

ing images of Gonzaga brothers grilling food, sharing 

memories of Dom as they grieved their fallen brother. 

The memorial Mass for Dominick at the National Shrine 

was standing room only-- a testament to the impact his 

loss had on the Gonzaga community and beyond. God 

Bless #11 in Heaven!  -Dr. Chris Schaefer

The energy that Dom brought to a room was incredible. No matter what 
he had a smile on his face that brought smiles to everyone around him. 
While I personally didn’t know Dom very well, his passing effected 
so many around me and his legacy will never be forgotten. #domo11 
#brotherhoodisforever  -Jack Taylor ‘20

Dom passed away the fall of my senior year at Visitation. While I did not have the pleasure of knowing him personally, I remember 
the way countless friends at Visitation and Gonzaga were shaken by his passing. My class signed a banner and insisted on taking our 
VHQLRU�JURXS�SLFWXUH�ZLWK�LW�DV�DQ�DWWHPSW�WR�RIIHU�VRPH�NLQG�RI�JHVWXUH�WR�9HURQLND�DQG�WKH�UHVW�RI�'RP·V�IDPLO\�GXULQJ�VXFK�D�GLIÀFXOW�
time. I remember standing on the stage of the Nolan Center over at Visitation, altar serving during a Mass offered for the Pettey family 
shortly after Dom’s passing and being struck by the number of people who opted to come to Mass during their lunch period to support 
the Pettey family. It was incredibly powerful to see the way the entire DC Catholic community responded to the tragedy and I think that 
is entirely a testament to Dom and to his family. I spoke with some classmates of mine before responding to this survey, and everyone 
agreed that even if you did not know Dom personally, we all felt like we knew him from all of the beautiful stories we heard about him in 
WKH�ODVW���\HDUV��0\�NQRZOHGJH�RI�'RP�LV�VLJQLÀFDQWO\�OHVV�WKDQ�WKRVH�ZKR�ZHUH�IULHQGV�ZLWK�KLP�RU�WKRVH�ZKR�WDXJKW�KLP��EXW�'RPLQLN�
Pettey shaped the lives of everyone at Visitation that year in some way. -Ms. Madeline Davin

7KH�¿UVW�WLPH�,�PHW�'RP�ZDV�P\�IUHVKPDQ�\HDU�LQ�D�FDUSRRO�
ride home from hockey practice. He and Dennis DeVol were 
best friends, and had offered to drive me home because I 
lived near them. I distinctly remember feeling like I had 
known Dom forever, like he had been one of my best friends 
for years because of the way he treated me. Any sense of 
class hierarchy or seniority was irrelevant to him. Dom 
treated everybody the same. From that point on I consid-
ered Dom one of my friends, and someone I’d say hi to any 
time we crossed paths. The next year when hockey tryouts 
started, Dom went out of his way to grab me and offer me a 
ride. A few days later he died. His death came at just about 
the worst moment in my relationship with him because I felt 
like I was just starting to get to know the guy that everyone 
loved and spoke so highly of. The way Dom treated me is 
a way I have tried to treat others in my life, especially my 
younger siblings and classmates. He taught me the value 
of making someone feel a part of a community and being 
accepted in an often intimidating atmosphere of school and 
sports. Dom made a positive impact on my life in a such 
a short span of time, and I am so thankful for the time we 
shared.  11 in Heaven. -TJ Gletner ‘17

I didn’t know I had met Dom Pettey until he had 
passed away.  I was at Ledo’s in Bethesda with my 
parents talking about where I was thinking about go-
ing to high school when he overheard us and told me 
that Gonzaga was the only possible choice for me.  
+H�ORYHG�*RQ]DJD�DQG�LW�VKRZHG���+H�ZDV�P\�¿UVW�
example of a Gonzaga man, a man for others. -Tripp 
Harris ‘20
I taught Dominik in my 2nd period Applied Stats class.  

There was not a student who loved Gonzaga more or who 

was loved by the student body more.  He was the epitome 

of Bleeding Purple. He had such school spirit and pride 

and such a joy about him that was infectious for the whole 

class. That was such a tremendous loss for his family and 

for our school. - Mr. Paul Buckley

Dominik and I became friends junior year of high school when we took music 

appreciation with Mr. Young. Through this class we became closer everyday. 

Senior year we were lucky to have four classes together strengthening our 

friendship even more. The one thing I wish I could tell Dom, was how much of 

an impact he had on my life and many others although he probably would not 

have assumed that. He had a way, unlike any other person I have ever met, to 

brighten my day when I was having a terrible day and didn’t want anyone to 

bother me. Dom had way of getting through to me and getting a smile or laugh 

out of me and making my day a little better. I will forever be grateful for his 

presence and that we became close friends. -Connor Lazas ‘15
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Celebrating Five Years of Dom’s Legacy

2QH�WKLQJ�WKDW�VWLOO�XSVHWV�PH�¿YH�\HDUV�DIWHU�'RPLQLN¶V�
death is that I did not know where he wanted to go to col-
lege, or what he wanted to do after that. A strange point to 
be stuck on after all this time, maybe, but after attending 
kindergarten through 12th grade with Dominik, I still 
feel ashamed that I did not think to ask him before his 
accident. It hurts more because I can picture him thriving 
in so many different situations: an SEC school, a small 
liberal arts school, a Jesuit school, wherever he would 
have gone his charm and ability to connect with people 
so easily would have allowed him to succeed. This train 
of thought used to end in anger, anger that Dom would 
not be allowed my luxuries: to live and make mistakes, 
to create memories with friends, and to leave an impact 
in the hope that our legacy may be a positive one.  With 
time comes perspective, however, and perspective allows 
me to see that while Dom’s time on Earth may have been 
short, the memories and impact he left with others is im-
measurable.  I think back to November 8th, 2014, when 
the largest church in North America was standing-room 
RQO\��¿OOHG�E\�SHRSOH�SHUVRQDOO\�LPSDFWHG�E\�'RPLQLN¶V�
life and actions. I think back to every late-night conversa-
tion between friends that has drifted to sharing stories of 
Dominik, and how I can still learn something new about 
him after all this time.  You can see his impact on his 
community through the Dominik Pettey Purple & White 
hockey game, the Dominik Pettey Endowed Memorial 
Scholarship Fund, through websites like dominikpettey.
com, and you can see it by bringing him up to any family 
member or friend, and watch their eyes light up as they 
share their own personal memories of Dom.  Even after 
DOPRVW�¿YH�\HDUV�,�VWLOO�KDYH�WURXEOH�FRPSOHWHO\�DFFHSW-
ing that God’s plan for Dominik involved taking him 
from this earth at such a young age. It is impossible for 
us to completely understand God’s divine wisdom with 
events such as this, and I do not think I will ever fully 
accept that it happened this way until God takes me from 
this earth as well. There is a quote of disputed origin that 
states you die twice; when you take your last breath, and 
when someone mentions your name for the last time. By 
WKLV�GH¿QLWLRQ��'RPLQLN�LV�VWLOO�YHU\�PXFK�DOLYH��DQG�ZLOO�
continue to be as long as his name is used to provide an 
education for deserving students, demonstrate the spirit of 
Gonzaga, and to reminisce on memories of an old friend  
While I wish he was still here with us, I am proud to have 
grown up with him, and even prouder to be able to share 
his legacy with new friends and family in the future, a 
sentiment shared by all of those he was close with. If that 
is not a successful legacy to leave behind, then I don’t 
know what is.  -Sam Keith ‘15

Five years on, I think it is difficult for any of us in the class of 2015 to reflect on that hallowed morning. I remember the deadpan voice on the phone in the early aughts of November 1. I re-

member the disillusionment, the typical commute turned awful as we headed toward Eye St. hoping to hear anything but the truth. I remember seeing my classmates enter St. Al’s and embrac-

ing as if we suddenly remembered how much we all meant to each other. Dealing with such grief at 17-18 years old is inexplicable. I know I’ve personally changed in many ways on account 

of dealing with that pain. You find yourself on the cusp of the rest of your life, but you can’t keep looking back in fear that you might forget what once was. I can still see his face if I try, but 

his voice has started to fade from my memory. How is anyone meant to navigate this?  If anything, I know now that we were meant to navigate it together. The pain has ceded on account of 

discussions held late at night when only the stars, and Dominik, could hear us. It ceded with constant reminders of Dominik’s character and joy in this life. It ceded with visits to Mr. and Mrs. 

Pettey. It ceded because the community we find ourselves in is capable of approaching such pain with an earnest heart and a ready ear.   I’m doing better these days on account of that reality, 

and I hope you are as well. For those of you who may not have known Dominik, know that you still have the chance to tell your brothers what they mean to you. Never be afraid to bridge that 

divide. We are men, but we are not the men we ought to be until we are there for one another.   Gate of Heaven Cemetery is on my commute home from work.  It’s a place where I and many 

others used to weep. But five years on, it’s a place for a chat and a long silence. A place for rumination, knowing deep and well that Dominik is up there helping all along the way. Dom is still 

there, and in the many hearts he chose to reach in his time here on earth. In that, he was a man for others in the most literal sense. To my brothers, whether current or alumni, I hope you live 

this life striving for the same. Be well. AMDG.  -Patrick Newkumet ‘15

'RP�WDXJKW�PH�WR�QRW�VZHDW�WKH�VPDOO�VWXII�DQG�OLYH�WKH�OLIH�
,�ZDQWHG�WR�OHDG��+H�WDXJKW�PH�KRZ�WR�KDYH�IXQ�DQG�KRZ�WR�
QHYHU�OHW�D�PRPHQW�VOLS�E\��,�ZLOO�DOZD\V�EH�WKDQNIXO�IRU�KLV�
IULHQGVKLS�DQG�MR\�KH�EURXJKW�P\�OLIH����-RVHSK�$UWDEDQH�¶��

Dom and I were good friends in the early going at Gonzaga, having met during the summer sessions before 

freshman year. My memories during that time were great with him. I loved his laugh, and his energy was 

XQPDWFKHG��:H�GLG�JURZ�DSDUW�D�ELW�GXULQJ�MXQLRU�\HDU��,W�ZDV�GXULQJ�KLV�ÀQDO�GD\V�RQ�(DUWK�WKDW�KH�OHIW�
me with a wonderful parting memory. I was sitting in the computer lab stressing about something, and 

Dom happened to be in the room as well. He left before me, but came back over to grasp my shoulders 

tightly and loudly exclaim “what’s up Tom?!” It was the last time I saw him, and it was a gift that I was 

able to have this be my last interaction with him. Though it was a short interaction, it reminded me of the 

memories we made in the early years at Gonzaga. Dom was one of those people that easily could make 

an impact on anyone he met. God works in mysterious ways, and I’m fortunate he let me have one more 

impactful moment with Dom.  -  Tommy Pitts ‘15

Dom Pettey made a tremendous impact on my life. 
We both had a passion for hockey and I’m forever 
grateful to him and all of the great guys I met while 
playing hockey at Gonzaga. Dom and I had a close 
relationship that began freshman year. One of my 
favorite memories of Dom is when I was at Jiffy Lube 
Live for the Avicii concert. That night I got separated 
from my friends only to find Dom, also lost, making 
friends with the people around him. I will always re-
member that night because of how comfortable he 
was in a group of strangers.  Dominik still continues 
to impact my life in ways I never thought imagin-
able. His passing proved to me that the Kingdom of 
God is real and that there is no such thing as a coin-
cidence. I really do believe everything happens for 
a reason and still feel his impact on earth daily. After 
my senior year I tried out for I think a few junior 
hockey teams and was always given Dom’s number, 
11. This reminder, although simple, gave me such 
peace of mind and moved me deeply. I believe Dom 
watches over me to this day. I know he is in heaven 
and I cant wait to one day skate with him again. 
Live the fourth! 11inheaven! Godispurple! - Patrick 
Fergus ‘15

Five years.  I remember the day I heard the news. It was 
a Saturday, and time was nearing the latter portion of 
morning. For a while, I did not, and could not, believe the 
VWRU\�ÀDVKLQJ�DFURVV�P\�SKRQH�DQG�WHOHYLVLRQ�VFUHHQ��,�
had a class with Dominik, stats. He sat to my right, one 
seat over from me. I did not know him well, at least up 
until we got to know each other a bit when senior year 
came. He was just one of those guys you gravitated 
towards. His smile could emit a sense of calm in a tense 
room. His personality stood out not because he forced 
it to, but because it was organic and genuine. And that 
hair... Every day in class, I could always count on looking 
over to see Dom staring up at the ceiling, leaning back 
and running his hands through his hair. It was a staple. 
It was him.  That entire week was a mood I had never 
experienced before. Quiet, tranquil and loving are the 
three words that immediately pop into my head when 
describing the atmosphere at Gonzaga in the days fol-
lowing his death. Quiet because I think each individual 
ZDV�LQ�D�VWDWH�RI�SHUVRQDO�UHÀHFWLRQ��ZDONLQJ�IURP�FODVV�
to class with in their own moments of silence. Tranquil 
because the situation, as devastating as it was, was 
conquered and blanketed by faith and strength and cour-
age. Loving, because the brotherhood we had could not 
be broken. We knew it. We felt it.  That week, I led the 
the editorial staff at The Aquilian as we devised a plan 
to honor Dom. Much thought and hard work went into 
planning that issue of the paper, one we wanted to not 
only dedicate to Dom and his family, but one we wanted 
the community to put together. Their stories, poems, 
recollections and memories made November’s testimony 
to Dom’s life powerful. The response was overwhelm-
LQJ��6FKRROV�LQ�WKH�DUHD�EURXJKW�ÀRZHUV��PDGH�EDQQHUV��
reached out with constant support and represented Dom 
as if he were their own. To this day, having the pleasure 
of reading each story of Dom and having the pleasure 
of working with an incredible staff remains my proudest 
and most memorable accomplishment as a journalist.  
As each day passes, I am constantly reminded of Dom’s 
life and the presence he left with those he encountered. 
On my right wrist, I wear three bracelets. One is a white, 
purple-inscribed “Dominik L. Pettey, Eleven in Heaven,” 
band that was distributed in the days following his pass-
ing. The second is a “Life is Precious” reminder of just 
how blessed and sacred our lives are, from the moment 
of conception leading to the end of our time on earth. 
The last is smaller, one whose words are slowly begin-
ning to fade, but its message remains clear. “Our Lady 
of Lourdes,” it says, “Protect us.” In the summer of 2018, 
I went on a pilgrimage to Lourdes, France, the place 
where the Blessed Mother appeared and spoke to St. 
Bernadette. During my time there, I served the poor and 
sick, found my calling, set out to view the world through 
a lens that was unfamiliar to me and kept many inten-
tions at heart, including one for Dom and his family. A 
few months after my return, I contacted Mrs. Magdalena 
Pettey, Dom’s mother, with an update from my trip. On 
Christmas Day of last year, she emailed me back, say-
ing that the last family vacation they took before Dom’s 
death was to Lourdes. Faith, it never fails.  God works in 
mysterious ways.  AMDG, Derrell J. Bouknight ‘15

The Pettey family’s commitment to their faith before 
and after Dom’s passing is steadfast and inspiring. 
Their faith has continued throughout their griev-
ing process and it is remarkable how they have not 
moved on from Dom’s passing but rather, moved 
forward in his memory. - Ms. AlbrittainI did not know Dom, but I feel as though I did based off 

his presence still around Gonzaga today. I have friends 
who were close to him and his family, and his legacy 
lives on. One thing particularly which showed this was 
“Dom Day” last year in K Lot. The tailgate and celebra-
tion of his life after school was something I will never 
forget.  -RJ Kenna ‘20

Religion was a subject that interested Dominik, and 
from his seat (door-side, fourth row, second desk) he 
would regularly ask the kind of questions that made 
his classmates and his teacher take notice.  After 
sophomore year ended Dom made it a point to stop 
by periodically.  He normally had good news, a funny 
story, or an interesting thought to share.  But for all 
of our interactions the image that stays with me to 
this day is Dom on Halloween in 2014.  He came to 
school in a full ghille suit.  I remember thinking to my-
self as I watched a Dom-sized hedge walk down the 
hallway, “Good kid, always giving it 100%.”  Rest easy 
young brother, and keep praying for us.  - Dr. Harry 
Rissetto ‘89

“Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless and the treasury of com-
passion — inexhaustible, look kindly upon us and increase Your 
PHUF\�LQ�XV��WKDW�LQ�GLIÀFXOW�PRPHQWV�ZH�PLJKW�QRW�GHVSDLU�QRU�
EHFRPH�GHVSRQGHQW��EXW�ZLWK�JUHDW�FRQÀGHQFH�VXEPLW�RXUVHOYHV�WR�
<RXU�KRO\�ZLOO��ZKLFK�LV�/RYH�DQG�0HUF\�LWVHOI�µ

Dom represented who a Gonzaga man should be. He 

was one of  the most kind, funny, charismatic, easy go-

ing, caring, and well-rounded guys I had ever met. He 

made everyone around him feel better and treated you 

like a friend and an equal no matter who you were. I 

was blessed to know him and be able to become friends 

and teammates with him in the short time we knew 

each other. If  I and everyone else can truly take one 

lesson from Dom’s all too short life, it’s that no matter 

how small or unimportant an action or conversation 

may seem, when you truly treat and talk to people with 

love and respect, you can make an impact that lasts 

forever. Dom changed my life forever by simply saying 

hi to me everyday and being a good friend no matter 

what. Life is too short not to make others happy and 

feel good about themselves and Dom lived a full life by 

the way he treated people. Love you Domo #11inHeav-

en” - Ian Kilcullen ‘18



course, The Father McKen-
na Center. Service consisted 
of campus kitchen, cooking 
meals at the McKenna center, 
setting up tables and doing 
the dishes at SOME, and pro-
viding help in whatever way 
WKH�JURXS�FRXOG�WR�EHQH¿W�WKH�
community. Not only was 
this immersion experience 
helpful for the struggling 
citizens surrounding the area 
of Gonzaga, but it acted as a 

The group selected would 
prepare meals for all the oth-
er groups, clean around the 
house, and perform general 
upkeep.

Each night would end 
with dinner and evening 
prayer followed by about 
an hour of free time. This is 
when we got to know the oth-
er schools and often involved 
playing the various instru-
ments on the farm. The week 
as a whole was a great time to 
meet new people, both from 
Kansas City and across the 
country, and learn about ur-
ban poverty in a new city.
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McKenna Immersion
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By: Ryan Luetjen ‘20
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It’s Always 10:10 at Jerusalem Farm in KC

Soon after arriving at Je-
rusalem Farm in Kansas City, 
we could tell the week was 
going to be a different experi-
ence from what we were used 
to. Barefoot men and women 
with long shaggy hair came 
out to greet us each with a 
hug. Once we got settled, the 
“tour-troduction” began. It 
was a combination between 
a tour of the property and an 
introduction to what standard 
operating procedure was on 
the farm, such as their open-
door policy, limited show-
ers, composting, and 18-in-1 
soap, which could be used 
for everything from shampoo 
to toothpaste. Another idio-
syncrasy we had to adapt to 
was how to know the time, 
or rather not know. To keep 
us less distracted, we were 
never supposed to know the 
actual time and instead re-
lied on a system of bells. We 
were told it was always 10:10 
while we were there because 
it looked like someone prais-
ing God with their arms up 
when the clock hands read 

that time. 
We began to get to know 

the long-term community 
members and other Jesuit 
school groups (from places 
like Chicago and San Fran-
cisco) that evening through 
some typical icebreakers. 
What wasn’t typical was 
when we found out that three 
people had the same birth-
day, including our very own 
Ms. Kimiciek, which was 
met with dancing and drum 
beating. It turned out that the 
community also remembered 
the Gonzaga group from last 
year and were curious about 
how they were doing. We 
ended with a discussion of 
Jerusalem Farm’s corner-
stones of simplicity, commu-
nity, prayer, and service and 
went to bed to prepare for the 
service early the next morn-
ing, something that became 
fairly regular in the coming 
days. 

Mornings on the farm 
were a different experience 
than we were used to. Wo-
ken by blaring music played 
at some unknown time, we 
and the other school groups 

were expected to be prompt-
ly downstairs for morning 
chores, or “labors of love” 
as the community called 
them. These ranged from 
weeding the community gar-
GHQ� WR� FKRSSLQJ� ¿UHZRRG�
to making breakfast or any 
other task that needed to get 
done to keep things running 
smoothly. One common mis-
conception about the farm 
is that it is vegan, but this 
isn’t strictly true; they often 
served eggs or yogurt mean-
ing that it is merely vegetar-
ian. Our breakfast was often 
granola, yogurt, fresh fruit, 
DQG� WKH� OLNH�� VLPSOH� \HW� ¿OO-
ing enough for the day of 
manual labor.

Assignments shifted 
day-to-day based on the ran-
domly assigned work crews 
we were given at the begin-
ning of the week. My group 
started with compost duty on 
WKH� ¿UVW� GD\��:H� JRW� WR� ULGH�
bikes around the neighbor-
hood collecting compost out 
of the buckets that had been 
left out. This is all part of an 
attempt by Jerusalem Farm 
to improve the lives and sus-

tainability of the surrounding 
area. The rest of that work 
time was spent turning over 
the massive compost piles to 
maintain them and get them 
ready to be used to grow food 
for the farm. On other days, 
we were typically work-
ing on home repair, such as 
when we were renovating the 
kitchen of a Burmese refugee 
family so they could cook 
meals at home. We painted 
walls, cut baseboards, assem-
bled cabinets, and did every-
thing else needed to refurbish 
the room. About halfway 
through the day, it was time 
to take a break from whatev-
er the given project was for 
lunch, which was the most 
bizarre pairing of food I have 
ever eaten. We were given a 
loaf of bread, hummus, pea-
nut butter, celery, mustard, 
hot chili sauce, and pretzels; 
combining them all onto a 
single sandwich was called 
a “Jerueban”, and that alone  
was quite a challenge. Mak-
ing lunch and keeping the 
farm running was one of the 
other major tasks, which was 
handled by the “home crew.” 

Led by Mr. Sumner and 
Ms. Tracey, a group of stu-
dents served an entire week 
on the Eye Street campus 
spending the night with 
their leaders and classmates. 
The immersion trip was 
based upon the direct ser-
vice of Gonzaga students to 
the struggling people of the 
area through SOME and, of 

huge character builder for the 
students on the trip. As the 
ZHHN� PRYHG� RQ�� UHÀHFWLRQV�
of what had been done during 
the days were discussed with 
the group in an open conver-
sation. One thing that stood 
out was that homelessness is 
not simply an identity and so-
ciety sometimes is confused 
upon how these people have 
personalities and their voices 
need to be heard. The McK-

enna Center and SOME al-
low people to see that these 
struggling people have a 
voice and can be related to. 
7KURXJK� VHUYLFH� DQG� UHÀHF-
tion, McKenna Immersion I 

gave the group of Gonzaga 
students and in-depth view of 
social injustices and home-
lessness within less than a 
mile of our campus. 

When you bring up Cam-
den, New Jersey, in a con-
versation, it usually draws 
some negative connotations.  
Everyone thinks about the 
hunger, poverty, and crime.  
Many people from Camden 
have trouble “getting out” 
due to a lack of resources and 
VXSSRUW� IURP� DXWKRULW\� ¿J-
ures such as law enforcement 
and politicians.  Camden is a 
city left behind.  

On our service trip, we 
stayed at the Oscar Romero 
Center, an organization lo-
cated in the heart of Cam-
den, and participated in their 

Urban Challenge, going to a 
variety of sites serving the 
people of the community 
ZKLOH� DOVR� UHÀHFWLQJ� RQ� RXU�
Catholic faith.  We served at 
Urban Promise School and 
the Neighborhood Center, 
which both needed hands 
for manual labor and yard 
work as they were getting 
ready for summer activi-
ties.  Their goal is to provide 
children and teenagers with 
structured academics and ac-
tivities, so they don’t waste 
the summer being inside or 
get caught with the wrong 
people on the streets when 
their parents aren’t around.  
We also worked at Cathedral 
Kitchen multiple days dur-

ing the week, which runs a 
similar operation to SOME 
here in D.C., and worked at 
the South Jersey Food Bank 
organizing cans and boxes to 
be shipped out to the commu-
nity.  

Our service also allowed 
us to connect with the people 
of Camden through places 
such as STARS Medical Day-
care Center and Inglis House.  
At STARS, we played domi-
noes and chatted with the el-
derly who came there, many 
of whom were immigrants 
from Spanish-speaking coun-
tries.  At the Inglis House, we 
helped the disabled elderly, 
many of whom were strug-
gling with simple daily tasks 

or suffering from mental 
health.  Many of the people 
we met at Inglis House were 
veterans, and it was troubling 
to see some of them struggle.

One unique experience 
we had on the trip was when 
we did a food challenge.  We 
were split into groups of four, 
and we each had twelve dol-
lars total for that day to buy 
food.  We went to Cousin’s 
Supermarket (the only gro-
cery store in Camden), and 
we had to buy breakfast, 
lunch, and dinner for our 
group to balance the day.  It 
really got us to think about 
what the necessities were, 
and how we could balance 
our meals on a limited bud-

get.  Everyone was starving 
at the end of the day- I can’t 
imagine it being a daily real-
ity.

The main focus of the 
Camden Immersion Trip was 
based on one of the tenets 
of Catholic Social Teaching; 
that is, the dignity of the hu-
man person.  Each site we 
visited had a focus on em-
phasizing the dignity which 
Camden residents had been 
deprived.  We were able to 
put our service in perspec-
tive, because the Catholic 
Church believes everyone is 
a child of God, and as chil-
dren of God we need to look 
out for others like those in 
Camden.



this turn of events was the 
White House aides’ decision 
to lock down the transcript in 
a private server, which sug-
gests that they themselves 
thought the transcript should 
not be released. All things 
considered, I believe that the 
two ‘whistleblowers’ and any 
other ex-White House staff-
ers who are negative towards 
the president are part of the 
so-called ‘deep state,’ which 
we know exists thanks to an 
anonymous White House 
RI¿FLDO�� 7KH� PRVW� GDPDJH�
occurred, in my opinion, to-
wards the highly-respected 
Rudy Giuliani, the Presi-
dent’s personal lawyer. Rudy 
kept private contacts with 
Ukraine, which obviously 
draws suspicion. 

Although the President is 
being smeared by the media, 
because he probably will not 
be impeached, I do not think 
we will be removed from of-
¿FH�� ,W� LV� WRWDOO\� ZLWKLQ� KLV�
ability to withhold aid from 
Ukraine for any reason, and 
a more in-depth investiga-
tion into Hinter Biden is long 
overdue.

DWLRQV� %DUU\� ¿QGV� KLPVHOI�
in remind the observer that 
it often doesn’t take much 
to make good people do ter-
rible things--just bad circum-
stances. Finally, the viewer 
can’t help but sympathize 
with Barry, who is trying des-
perately to “go straight” and 
exit his life of crime. Such a 
sentiment brings home that 
while being killed is some-
thing to dread, being forced 
to live life on the earth as a 
self-loathing killer and hav-
ing no way to atone for your 
heinous deeds could be even 
worse.

a free, democratic country. 
After meeting someone who 
escaped North Korea last 
summer, Mr. Oryshkevych 
especially wants to warn us 
that the democracy we live in 
is fragile, so we have to pre-
serve it. 

Anyone who took his 
European History class got a 
taste of this sophomore year, 
so I can imagine the Totalitar-
ian Class is AP Euro without 
DBQs, insane test questions, 
or notes; in other words, a 
dream come true.

The Aquilian 7

Eagle Op/Ed: Ukraine
By: Matthew Dowd ‘22

Contributor

Fisher’s Catch: Barry
By: Tommy Fisher ‘20

Editor

If you have paid atten-
tion to the news recently, 
you have probably heard 
about Speaker Pelosi’s im-
peachment inquiry of Presi-
GHQW�'RQDOG�7UXPS��¿OHG�RQ�
September 24, to investigate 
the president’s phone call 
and personal relations with 
Ukraine. Recently, witnesses 
KDYH� WHVWL¿HG�� SUHVV� UHOHDVHV�
have been made, and it is be-
coming quite a turning point 
in Donald Trump’s presi-
dency. So the big question is: 
will he be impeached?

This inquiry is obviously 
a huge step that the House 
Democrats have taken to-
wards impeachment; it is es-
VHQWLDOO\�WKH�¿UVW�IRUPDO�VWHS�
they have decided to take. 
The next major step is to in-
vestigate what the president 
could have done illegally. 
Some examples of impeach-
able offenses are bribery, 
treason, or other high crimes. 
This impeachment inquiry 
LV� QRWKLQJ� PRUH� WKDQ� D� ¿UVW�
step in a long and grueling 

process that may not even re-
move President Trump from 
RI¿FH� VLQFH� WKDW� ZRXOG� UH-
quire a conviction.

Truth be told, the reason 
behind this impeachment 
inquiry is not just the Presi-
dent’s phone call with Presi-
dent Zelensky of Ukraine. 
This inquiry has been built up 
over time, with so many feel-
ings towards the president 
behind it. Remember, con-
gressional Democrats have 
threatened impeachment on 
almost every major scandal 
during Trump’s term. 

When the Mueller Report 
was complete, for example, 
Democrats asked it be re-
leased in order to ‘expose’ 
the president. When the re-
dacted report helped exoner-
ate the president, they asked 
that the redacted sections be 
unredacted. 

This is just one example 
of the president being threat-
ened with impeachment, and, 
I think the phone call with 
Zelensky is just another ex-
ample a attempt to remove 
the President of the United 
6WDWHV�IURP�RI¿FH��

So, where did all of this 
Ukraine business start? In 
2014, Hunter Biden, Vice 
President Biden’s son, be-
came a board member for a 
natural gas company called 
Burisma Holdings, which 
was based in Ukraine. In a 
recent interview, Hunter ad-
mitted that it was “impossi-
ble for [him] to be on any of 
the boards … without saying 
that [he was] the son of the 
vice president of the United 
States”. As he admitted, this 
is a clear example of Hunter 
using his father’s political po-
sition to get a job in a foreign 
country. President Trump 
then decided to call Presi-
dent Zelensky, asking him 
to reopen an investigation 
into Hunter’s dealings while 
he was in Ukraine. President 
Trump later called this phone 
conversation “perfect’ be-
cause it did not mention the 
withholding of $400 million 
in foreign aid if the investiga-
tion was not reopened.

After this phone conver-
sation, White House aides 
decided to lock the transcript 
of the call on a private com-

puter server to avoid it being 
leaked to the public, draw-
ing criticism from the house 
democrats. Shortly after this, 
3HORVL� ODXQFKHG� WKH� RI¿FLDO�
impeachment inquiry. 

Now, several weeks after 
the start of this debacle, the 
main focus of the media and 
the impeachment inquiry is 
the involvement of a ‘quid 
pro quo’, which is a favor in 
return for something. In this 
case, an investigation into 
Hunter Biden in return for 
monetary aid from the US. 
$W�¿UVW��WKHUH�ZDV�DSSDUHQWO\�
no quid pro quo, but recently, 
Mick Mulvaney admitted to 
the press that some sort of 
quid pro quo did take place. 
Although everything is not 
entirely clear at this moment, 
after this article is published, 
more details will undoubt-
edly come out.

Because the phone call 
wasn’t very damaging to 
President Trump, I think that 
this impeachment inquiry 
really has very little to do 
with the president’s phone 
call with Zelensky. The only 
slightly off-putting action in 

Barry is an HBO TV se-
ries created by Alec Berg and 
Bill Hader, and directed by 
Bill Hader, who previously 
starred in Saturday Night 
Live. Debuting in March 
2019, and now in its third 
season, the series is critically 
acclaimed, receiving 30 Pri-
metime Emmy Award nomi-
nations to date.  It is a dark 
comedy-drama about a hit-
man (named Barry Bertman 
and played by Hader) who 
lives in Cleveland, Ohio, but 
moves to LA for a hit. He de-
cides to stay when his profes-

sion as an assassin becomes 
intertwined with his new 
interest in acting. His act-
ing teacher, played by Henry 
Winkler, has a profound im-
pact on Barry’s character. 
Throughout the show, Barry 
tries to ditch his life of crime 
and transition into a career in 
acting. 

I have always struggled 
to see the writer’s and direc-
tor’s craft in shows and mov-
ies. The deliberate selection 
of detail and indirect charac-
terization have always been 
more apparent to me when 
reading books than when 
ZDWFKLQJ�¿OP��KRZHYHU��ZLWK�

Barry, all of this changed. 
Each little statement made 
by every character ends up 
playing a key role in the di-
rection of the story, and there 
is something unique about 
Barry that makes observing 
these details both easy and 
captivating. This technique 
becomes easy to observe be-
cause nothing in the story is 
ever hidden. Everything is 
delivered to the viewer, with 
WKH�LQVLJQL¿FDQW�GHWDLOV�RI�WKH�
plot becoming meaningful as 
the story progresses and vice 
versa. 

Barry also raises count-
less thought-provoking ques-

“No matter how hard you 
work, you will all get the 
same grade.” I can imagine 
the look on the seniors’ faces 
as they wonder if Mr. Orysh-
kevych is serious about the 
grading scale in his brand 
new Totalitarian Class. 

The new senior elective 
was started this year by Mr. 
Oryshkevych partly because 
of his interest in totalitar-
ian states and partly because 

tions about life, guilt, and 
what the right thing to do is. 
From the beginning, Barry 
wants to be a good and moral 
person. He allows himself 
to be a hitman because he is 
an excellent marksman who 
knows that most of the peo-
ple he kills have committed 
horrible crimes and atroci-
ties. At other times, he has to 
kill people not because they 
are bad, but because he does 
not want to compromise the 
valuable relationship he has 
with someone else. The ob-
server is left stumped when 
trying to judge the moral-
ity of his actions. The situ-

Totalitarian Class
the College Board wouldn’t 
let him only teach about the 
USSR in European History. 
His course covers Nazi Ger-
many, Fascist Italy, the Soviet 
Union, North Korea, the last 
two being his personal favor-
ites. Class time is mostly for 
debate, with assignments that 
place more focus on critical 
thinking and analysis.

The class’s goal is to im-
part a better understanding 
of what life was like in these 
states and an appreciation for 
how lucky we are to live in 

By: Charlie Neill ‘21
Contributor



You know that feeling when you have the option of choosing between two foods that you 
really love, and you’re only able to have one of them? That’s pretty much how I felt on 
Thursday, October 31, when the GonzagaFest opening ceremonies concluded. The sched-
ule of events for the day had to change due to some rain, but there was still no shortage 
RI�DFWLYLWLHV��$V�VRRQ�DV�WKH�6*$�SUHVLGHQW��*HRUJH�&OLIIRUG��¿QLVKHG�KLV�UHPDUNV�EHIRUH�
the day truly got started, the student body dispersed to participate in a variety of events, 
including (but not limited to) spike ball, an Uno tournament, and chariot racing. Unfortu-
nately, that meant I could only go to a couple of the things happening throughout the day 
on the Gonzaga campus. I had a ton of fun with almost everything I did on Thursday, and 
reviewing some activities I partook in only seems right… 

Chariot Racing – 8.5/10 The chariot race was easily one of the best moments of the day. 
I learned that watching a bunch of Gonzaga students sprint down a path, which is being 
suffocated by eager spectators, while they pull a classmate is a lot of fun to watch. The 
best part of the race was when the pairs had to turn around a barrel when they were at top 
speed. As you can imagine, there were many crashes. My only complaint is the fact there 
weren’t more entries to make the event last longer.

Flag Football – 7/10  Flag football was also a good event, and it was well-run, which is 
SUHWW\�LPSUHVVLYH��FRQVLGHULQJ�WKHUH�ZHUH�VR�PDQ\�VWXGHQWV�RQ�WKH�¿HOG��,�OLNHd that there 
ZDV�VRPH�RI¿FLDWLQJ��VR�JDPHV�GLGQ¶W�VSLUDO�RXW�RI�FRQWURO��\HW�LW�ZDVQ¶W�WRR�UHVWULFWHG��,W�
did take a while to get to play, but that’s understandable as there were so many teams en-
tered into the tournament.

Chess Tournament – 7.5/10  I was very happy with all the events held in the library dur-
ing GonzagaFest. It was a nice break from the more chaotic events happening downstairs 
OLNH�GRGJHEDOO��ZKLFK�ZDV�VWLOO�IXQ��,W�ZDV�D�ORZ�VWUHVV�WRXUQDPHQW��DQG�WKH�FRQVWDQW�ÀRZ�RI�
candy being handed out was a nice touch. The one minor-negative for the chess competi-
tion was the fact it was cut short due to the closing ceremonies beginning.

Hula Hoop Competition and Pumpkin Painting – 8.5/10  I only got to come by here 
for a little bit before heading over to the hot dog eating contest, but I really enjoyed it. I 
learned that I’m pretty bad at hula-hooping; however, it was still fun watching people try-
ing to outlast one another for over ten minutes. The pumpkin painting station was also a 
success. I saw a lot of Nats-themed pumpkins and some pretty creative ones in general.

Hot Dog Eating Contest – 9.5/10  Best moment of the day. Nothing even came close, and 
that’s not an insult to the other events. The competitors did an excellent job, and they ate a 
surprisingly high amount of hot dogs for being amateurs and having just three minutes to 
do so. The fact that it went to sudden death and the winner was whoever could eat a single 
hot dog the fastest made it even better. The student sections going crazy for people compet-
ing in their grade was also really fun to be a part of. 

Canned Food Drive Announcement – 12/10  All I heard during the announcement for 
WKH�QXPEHU�RI�FDQV�UDLVHG�ZDV�����7KH�¿QDO�WDOO\�ZDV�RYHU��������FDQV contributed by the 
Gonzaga community, but all the student body needed to hear was the number 17 to storm 
the court. The 15,000 can goal was broken, and the McKenna Center should be stocked for 
almost another full year. Having the day off after the Super Bowl in February also en-
hanced this part of Gonzaga Fest.

GONZAGAFEST 2019!!!
By: John Ferrara ‘22 Editor
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