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Homily for Funeral Mass of Dominik Pettey 
 
First and foremost – a simple promise of prayer, to Patrick and Magda, Veronika, and 
Nicholas and to Dominik’s extended family.  With this whole community in this beautiful 
church a promise of prayer from all of these communities - the St. Bart’s community, the 
Gonzaga community, the Visitation community. All of the various schools that are 
represented here – St. John’s, John Bosco, Good Counsel, Ireton - a promise of prayer -- 
for that prayer is for us; for you; to help us.   
 
And a promise of prayer as well for Dominik; and we gently lift him to the heavens with 
that prayer. 
 
We have all come here and we are united in our prayer.  We’ve all gather here in this 
church because of the uniqueness of this catholic community and how it comes together 
in times of difficulty, challenge, and struggle.   
 
We are here to be united in worship with so many priests, mostly from the Gonzaga 
community and Fr. Planning, as well as priests throughout the archdiocese who have 
known the Pettey family over the years.   
 
I also would just like to offer a thank you to Msgr. Rossi, Msgr. Buonanno,  
Fr. Weston, all the Staff of the Basilica; for we are united here in prayer  
and with the Lord in this beautiful house, in this beautiful place.   
And they have given us this opportunity to be one in our prayer – how important that is. 
 
My friends, we give thanks for the gift of the life that was Dominik 
 
We give thanks to God for him. 
 
But our hearts ache; and our minds cannot completely grasp what has taken place.   
 
And the aches of that pain each individual heart,  
with all our desire, we wish that it wasn’t to be; that we didn’t have to deal with it.  
 
In a sense, we want to suspend reality and make believe that something else has gathered 
us here.   
 
We are suffering and wish we didn’t have to suffer.   
 
We don’t do well with suffering; because we are human beings.  
 
We want to avoid suffering.  Simply put – it hurts us, and so we wish to have it away. 
 
And also, no answer will satisfy us truly. 
There are more what ifs that would come to mind than answers to our whys.  Why has 
this taken place? 
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We can search and search but little will satisfy us at this moment, except to try to find 
meaning in our suffering. 
 
Suffering itself, perhaps, holds an answer or a partial answer to our why. 
 
Why must we suffer so?  What is the purpose of it all?  
this pain, the heartache, the tears – and the purposeful pondering that we have, in our own 
way, when we are by ourselves, about these types of tragedies; these types of things that 
take place because of our human condition, because of our frailty. 
 
The world says that suffering is the proof that God doesn’t exist. 
 
But as Christians we believe that no suffering is ultimately meaningless or pointless. We 
believe that a loving God is providentially assisting us, and he is doing so by allowing us 
our personal freedom to live.   Our freedom to choose him – to include him on our lives - 
to make him a part of who we are – right down to our very being. 
 
And our suffering brings us close to him and to the one who suffered for us,  
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
For that reason we believe that when God allows us to suffer, he is doing so to protect us 
from a greater evil that is out there, or to lift us to a greater good. 
 
No answer readily comes to us on why has this happened to our friend, to our student, to 
our teammate, to our brother, to our child. 
 
Dom that early morning did not suffer – his death came very quickly to him.   
 
But I do know that Dom suffered – he was human.   
 
So it is there perhaps that we must look to cope with this tragedy; with this issue of life. 
 
Dominik suffered greatly over this past year; as many of you know.  Most of his brothers 
on the hockey team and in the school… 
 
Beginning with that appendix just a little less than a year ago,  
and then his subsequent revisits to the hospital,  
- infections and other health concerns, 
- he missed a lot of school,  
- and then came because of that missing of school and various things a lot of anxiety,  
- the challenges of making it all up and be able to move on beyond school,   
- he suffered from not being able to play his beloved hockey,  
- from being limited with what he could do while he was recovering from his surgeries, 
- from the realization that he was human being and not an invincible 17 year old. 
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If we work from that premise, that we are meant to be with God – ultimately – and that 
maybe we can find a little meaning to this whole thing and to the suffering that we are 
dealing with… to that pain that you have in your heart… what brought you here to this 
church… all of that pondering. 
 
All the suffering that God allows us to experience in this life, is really medicinal. It is 
designed to help us.  It is for our own good in some respect; even when we do not see 
why clearly, or completely, or at all. 
 
We are awakened to a reality in a sense as we grapple with this struggle. 
 
Sometimes God allows suffering in order to awaken us  
to the fact of our sin,  
or our impending death,  
or our emptiness a part from God - that he is not with us for we have not allowed him in,  
or to help us to turn to him,  
or return to him, 
or simply to strengthens our relationship with him. 
 
Consider the story of the prodigal son:  
His suffering got to the point where he realized that he was in such a miserable state. And 
that miserable state, that awareness of his misery a part from his father drove him, 
provoked him to return to his father in love.  
 
Illness can also do that to us: 
Illness and suffering have always been among the gravest problems of our human 
condition; of human life.  
 
In illness, man or woman experiences his/her own powerlessness, our own limitations.   
When we cannot fix ourselves; and it takes a long time for any medicine to work; a long 
time for anything to happen; a long time for us to plod through the day.   
 
Every illness reminds us that we are limited and finite beings here in this world  
and even a glimpse to our own death. 
 
Illness can lead to anguish, self-absorption in a way, sometimes even despair and anger 
against God because we cannot make it happen; we cannot get better. 
 
But it can also make a person more mature, helping him to discern his life; what is not 
essential so that he can turn toward that what is essential.  
 
Often illness will provoke us to search for God or return to him or increase that 
relationship we already have. 
 
God sometimes allows suffering into our lives to provoke that searching, to provoke us 
seek, to seek him out for the answers, and to realize that this present life is not our final 
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end, but a temporary test simply on our way to eternal life, to eternal destiny that is to 
come as promised by Christ. 
 
We can respond in two ways to this situation, this tragedy that we are dealing with - 
either by turning toward God in trust, or by turning away from him in distrust.  
 
The great Dominican theologian and philosopher St. Thomas Aquinas, says, “the evils 
which bear us down here drive us to go to God.” 
 
So if you want an answer; 
 
If you are looking for a why; 
 
Then see the goodness that was Dominik; 
see the goodness that was Dominik Pettey  
and use that as your motivator in your own life. 
 
Otherwise, the only other option is  
to harden your hearts and turn away from God  
and then you have no means to deal with suffering. 
 
But Dom didn’t turn away.  Dom focused on God in his suffering.   
 
In his short but full life he confronted his own personal sufferings,  
I know I was his parish priest. 
 
I would see him regularly in church, even when his parents were away.    
 
He had a strong faith.  
 
He turned toward God in trust.   
 
The faith that was instilled in him from his earliest childhood.   
 
The faith that his parents so lovingly and diligently taught him by example and word; that 
incredible strong faith that they have, that they possess -- was indeed his and he utilized it 
in his life.  
 
When he first took sick a year ago with that severe pain until it was discovered that it was 
his appendix, his parents were with him.  What was the first thing he asked for – Magda 
remembers for the phone calls went out – He asked for a priest to hear his confession.  He 
asked for a priest. 
 
He may have been 17 years old – but he had the humility of a much wiser man.   
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That is why recently I said I admired him; truly in the way he was dealing with all his 
sufferings. 
 
He knew his faith – it was part of his very being.   
 
He practiced it for it was foundational  
to why you love him – why you are here.  
 
It gave him his humility. 
It gave him his compassion.  
It gave him his joy. 
It gave him his happiness. 
 
He was extremely faithful. 
 
He was still a kid, 17 year old high school student,  
still doing all the normal things that you all do - and having a lot of fun.   
 
But his faith was extremely important to him. 
 
Magda told me recently that he use to carry card of the Sacred Heart within his pocket 
and kiss it in the morning before he left and kiss in the evening when he came home.   
 
A devotion.  But a devotion that sinks deep – that reminds us of who we are in 
connection to God. 
 
And you and I have countless other examples in your own memories of how he was 
connected to you and how you are connected to the Pettey family and their inspiring 
faith. 
 
Our suffering teaches us humility.  It teaches us to discipline ourselves, to trust and to 
work for righteousness - to make it into who we are. 
 
The Catechism teaches: “Faith in God the Father Almighty can be put to the test by the 
experience of suffering.    
 
Our Wisdom reading this morning reminds us just of that 
 
 – it seemed like foolishness in the eyes of man they are dead but the souls of the just are 
in the hands of God.  What better place to be. 
 
Like gold in a furnace he has been tried and found worthy of trust because of God’s grace 
and mercy. 
 
And those who trust in him – in the Lord – shall understand this unique truth.  They shall 
know, shall know this truth. 
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As the challenges of Dom’s life increased over this past year from one thing to another; 
although he still had to suffer and still had to struggle, 
 
– it seemed that over time that he was growing in maturity, in ability, and in achievement 
all by the grace of God.   
 
For he allowed that grace to work within him  
Utilizing the sacraments  
– of the Eucharist, Confession, and of the Sacrament of the sick. 
 
God’s love was nourishing him and bringing him to full health, 
and his suffering as connected to Christ and was helping him to grow into a mature young 
man. 
 
But we should not assume that our suffering is a test or punishment for our sins – in any 
way.   
 
Sometimes it is to display the glory of God: 
 
As He passed by, He saw a man blind from birth. And His disciples asked Him, Rabbi, 
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he would be born blind?” Jesus answered, “It 
was neither that this man sinned, nor his parents; but it was so that the works of God 
might be displayed in him. 
 
 How beautiful a thought for all of us to see and recognize that we can be an instrument 
of showing God’s mercy and compassion into the world. 
 
To give us an opportunity to love God, to give God glory, to merit that glory as well for 
ourselves, and to participate in His work of redemption. 
 
We see as Catholics, as Christians a great gift from God in suffering. We see it as a gift 
of mercy by which we are being led to repentance as well as eternal life.  
 
It is also a gift by which we know that God is working great good within us.  
 
What a divine gift, what an opportunity to give something great to God, just as Christ did 
in accepting his sufferings.  
 
For when we accept our own sufferings we tie ourselves to his loving cross – the cross of 
redemption, the cross of salvation. 
 
If we take the suffering, the pain, the anger, the hurt that is in our hearts right now for the 
situation that has robbed us of his life, we can turn that into something good, into a 
motivator, we can grow from it. 
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Suffering is an opportunity for us to participate in Christ’s sufferings, -- sharing in the 
fellowship from the cross. 
 
In Romans 8, St. Paul writes: 
 
Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if 
indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. I consider 
that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed 
in us. 
 
And so these little things only point us to what shall be revealed through God in heaven. 
 
Only when we take up our cross, and we begin to understand then the meaning of 
redemptive suffering; the meaning of the gift that has been given to us; and the example 
that has been shown to us.   
 
Each of us (each man) in his own sufferings can become a sharer in this redemptive life 
of Christ.   
 
Each of us still hurts though.  You can say Father – you can say all these wonderful 
things about our struggles … But perhaps these struggles will motivate us into a greater 
relationship with God. 
 
For we are one body “If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, 
every part rejoices in it.”  St Paul reminds us – 
 
The gospel today –  
 
Do not let your hearts be troubled – have faith in God and faith in Jesus. 
 
There is a reason to why this has happened.   
 
For Dom his trial is over but for us it is still go on.  
 
I do know that Dom had a strong faith, and when confronted with health issues - he used 
that faith.  When living his life he used his faith to the fullest. 
 
So we could use this time of our own personal suffering; our own struggle and loss of our 
friend as the motivator; the motivator in who we are.  
 
There are no coincidences in life – they’re unique occurrences -- God’s way of showing 
us that he is with us, that he is around us, and they inspire us in some way. 
 
A week ago Dom died on All Saints day – a very special feast in our lives as a church.  
Today in the Dominican calendar – we have Dominicans with us serving as well as 
present among the priests.  Today we have a relic of St. Dominic given to us by the 
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Dominican House of Studies on the altar for his namesake – Dominik’s -- was St. 
Dominic.  And in their calendar (in their unique liturgical calendar that all religious 
orders hold) yesterday was All Saints Day and today is All Souls Day – they celebrate 
today the gift of all souls in which we pray for all souls and pray for the struggle and the 
purifications that is taking place in their lives and in recognition of our hope and prayer 
that they are going to God. 
 
And so we give praise for gift of life and the gift of suffering  
that was Dominik in our lives. 
 
We pray for his soul and all the souls. 
 
And we prepare ourselves to use suffering of our life, the pain that we have in our lives -- 
to bring it to God; to motivate us to make closer to who he is. 
 
In everything that we do – whether it be on the ball field, or on the rink or in the 
classroom, or in church, or just hanging with your friends. 
  
Why -- must we suffer?  Why do we suffer his loss in life?  
 
It is meant to bring us closer to God.   
 
Pause and ponder that – Dominik would have wanted you to.   
 
He would have have as well pondered that thought. 
 
And then offer praise be Jesus Christ, Now and Forever. 
 
 
 
Father Mark Knestout 
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